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Public perception regarding the development of nuclear energy in 
Romania in the context of climate change 

 
Vasile POPA 

 
Percepția publică privind dezvoltarea energiei nucleare în România în 

contextul schimbărilor climatice. Societatea umană și ecosistemele naturale se 

confruntă cu probleme din ce în ce mai grave ca urmare a schimbărilor climatice. 

Abandonarea combustibililor fosili și, în același timp, asigurarea securității 

energetice sunt provocări mari în contextul geopolitic actual. Energia nucleară 

este văzută de mulți ca o opțiune pentru atenuarea încălzirii globale și tranziția 

către o societate cu emisii scăzute de carbon, deși subiectul este controversat. 

Potrivit Planului Național Integrat pentru Energie și Schimbări Climatice, România 

consideră energia nucleară o opțiune viabilă pentru producerea de energie 

electrică, parcurgând o serie de pași pentru atingerea acestui obiectiv. Această 

cercetare și-a propus să examineze percepția publicului cu privire la influența 

sectorului energetic asupra climei și oportunitatea dezvoltării energiei nucleare în 

România. Ca instrument de cercetare am folosit un chestionar compus din 

unsprezece întrebări împărțite în cinci secțiuni. Rezultatele acestui studiu arată un 

nivel moderat de acceptare a energiei nucleare în rândul populației, bazat pe o 

cunoaștere destul de bună a legăturilor dintre sectorul energetic și schimbările 

climatice. 
 

Cuvinte cheie: percepția publică, România, energie, schimbări climatice, energia 

nucleară. 

 

Public perception regarding the development of nuclear energy in Romania 

in the context of climate change. Human society and natural ecosystems face 

increasingly serious problems as a result of climate change. Abandoning fossil 

fuels and at the same time ensuring energy security are big challenges in the 

current geopolitical context. Nuclear power is seen by many as an option for 

mitigating global warming and transitioning to a low-carbon society, although the 

subject is controversial. According to the National Integrated Plan for Energy and 

Climate Change, Romania considers nuclear energy a viable option for the 

production of electricity, going through a series of steps to achieve this goal. This 

research aimed to examine the public perception regarding the influence of the 

energy sector on the climate and the opportunity for the development of nuclear 

energy in Romania. As a research tool I used a questionnaire composed of eleven 

questions divided into five sections. The results of this study show a moderate 

level of acceptance of nuclear energy among the population, based on a fairly good 

knowledge of the links between the energy sector and climate change. 
 

Keywords: public perception, Romania, energy, climate change, nuclear energy. 
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          1. INTRODUCTION 

In the context of global climate changes, but also to ensure energy security, urgent 

investments are needed in energy sources with low carbon emissions, preferably 

renewable energy sources (solar, wind, geothermal). Regarding nuclear energy, 

Romania was one of the member states of the European Union that supported its 

inclusion (along with natural gas) in the transition to a green, climate-neutral economy. 

This positioning of Romania is consistent with its nuclear energy development plans. 

Romania has a tradition in the nuclear field, the first initiatives dating back to the 

mid-1950s. Then, Romania and the Soviet Union agreed to build a VVR-2000kW nuclear 

research reactor at Măgurele, near Bucharest, which became operational in 1957 (AREN, 

2022). In the late 1970s, a five-unit nuclear power plant with Canadian CANDU 6 

technologies (heavy water cooled and moderated reactors using natural uranium as 

fuel) was designed in the south-east of Romania at Cernavodă (Constanța county) 

(Figure 1). To date, only two units out of the five originally designed have been 

completed. Unit 1 entered commercial operation in December 1996 and Unit 2 in 

September 2007, each with an installed capacity of around 700 MW (SNN, 2019, WNA, 

2021). 

National Society Nuclearelectrica S.A., the only nuclear energy producer in 

Romania, also produces the nuclear fuel needed for its own reactors at the Pitești 

Nuclear Fuel Plant (Argeș county). Annually, approximately 10,800 nuclear fuel bundles 

are produced in this plant, with one bundle containing an average of 21.5 kg of uranium 

dioxide (SNN, 2021). The scientific and technological support for the National Nuclear 

Energy Program, for the safe operation of the Cernavodă reactors, the construction of 

new nuclear reactors or the safe storage of radioactive waste, is provided by the 

Technologies for Nuclear Energy State Owned Company, which has two branches: 

Institute for Nuclear Research Pitești and Center of Technology and Engineering for 

Nuclear Projects Măgurele (RATEN, 2021). The competent national authority in the field 

of regulation, authorization and control of nuclear activities carried out in Romania is 

the National Commission for the Control of Nuclear Activities. 

Over time, a series of cooperation and financing agreements have been signed for 

the completion of work on units 3 and 4 at the Cernavodă nuclear power plant, such as 

the one in November 2008 with the group of companies formed by Enel, CEZ, GDF Suez, 

RWE Power, Iberdrola and ArcelorMittal Galați, or those in 2013 and 2014 with China 

General Nuclear Power Group and the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China 

(unfinished agreements)(WNA, 2021). More recently, in October 2020, Romania signed 

an intergovernmental agreement with the USA in the field of nuclear energy projects, 

ratified by the Romanian Parliament through Law no. 199/2021 (SNN, 2022). A year 

later, in October 2021, the National Integrated Energy and Climate Change Plan was 
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adopted stating the intention to complete units 3 and 4 by 2031, with capacities of 675 

MWe each. The plan also calls for the refurbishment of Units 1 and 2, allowing each to 

operate for another 30 years (WNN, 2021). 

Following the meeting that the President of Romania, Klaus Iohannis, had with the 

U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, John Kerry, in November 2021, it was 

announced that Romania will include small modular reactors (SMR) in the national 

energy production system until 2028, which will strengthen the partnership with the US 

in the civil nuclear field (Presidential Administration, 2021, US Embassy in Romania, 

2021a). As early as March 2019, Nuclearelectrica and the American company NuScale 

Power signed a Memorandum of Understanding to evaluate the possibility of building a 

small modular NuScale reactor in Romania. This memorandum was followed by the 

signing of a Cooperation Agreement (November 2021) to advance the implementation of 

the first SMR in Romania, and then the location of the first SMR in Romania was also 

announced, on the site of the former Doicești thermal power plant (Dâmbovița county). 

Thus, the first NuScale power plant in Romania will have six 462 MW modules (SNN, 

2022). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Nuclear installations and former uranium mines in Romania 

 

At the international level there is still much controversy regarding the advisability 

of developing nuclear energy due to fears about potential risks to human health and the 

environment as a result of possible nuclear accidents or radioactive waste (Dittmar, 

2012; Brunnengräber, Schreurs, 2015; Mez, 2012; Muellner et al., 2021; Popa, Cocoș, 

2021). 
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Regarding the small modular reactors developed by the American company 

NuScale Power, they are presented as safer versions. Most SMR reactors will be built 

underground, shut down and cool themselves indefinitely, without the need for an 

operator, alternating current or additional water. The modules are prefabricated and 

can be delivered by road or rail to the site, ready for installation, which reduces 

construction costs and duration (NuScale Power, 2021, US Embassy in Romania, 2021b). 

Thus, taking into account the climate and energy realities, both globally and nationally, 

as well as the response of the Romanian authorities regarding these problems, it is 

necessary and useful to know the public perception on the development of the energy 

sector in Romania and, in particular, of energy nuclear. 

This research investigates the public's perception of several issues relating to the 

link between the energy sector and climate change. Respondents' knowledge of the main 

human activities (and then energy sources) with a significant contribution to global 

warming was analyzed. The population's perception of Romania's energy policy 

priorities and the place of nuclear energy within these priorities was also followed. A 

major objective of the research was to highlight the degree of acceptance of nuclear 

energy among the respondents. 

Over time, much research has been conducted on public perception of nuclear 

energy development in various countries. Public acceptance of this technology is 

believed to play a crucial role in its long-term future (der Pligt et al.,1984). Since public 

acceptance is essential in the development of nuclear energy, many studies analyze the 

determinants of public acceptance, such as those related to specific knowledge, public 

trust and involvement, risk and benefit perception (Kim et al., 2014, Mah et al., 2014, 

Wang et al., 2019, Odonkor and Adams, 2020). In some cases, analysis methods are 

proposed that investigate public attitudes, positive and negative emotional statements 

about nuclear energy using social media data with results showing that several events 

related to nuclear energy have consistent or temporary effects on attitude and 

statements, in depending on the type of event (Park, 2019).  

The extent to which nuclear power can be a viable energy option has re-emerged 

as a topic of widespread debate following the Fukushima accident in Japan 

(Stoutenborough et al., 2013). Thus, in Australia, the results of an opinion poll showed 

that the majority of respondents were unwilling to accept nuclear power as an option to 

help combat climate change, despite the fact that most Australians still believed that 

nuclear power offered a cleaner and safer option than coal. Expanding the use of 

renewable energy sources remains the most popular option among Australians (Bird et 

al., 2014). Another poll in the UK shows that while many British respondents are 

prepared to accept nuclear power if they believe it helps mitigate climate change, this is 

a highly conditional view. People see both climate change and nuclear power as 
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problematic in terms of risks and express only reluctant acceptance of nuclear power as 

a solution to climate change (Pidgeon et al., 2008). 

In general, the perception of public opinion on nuclear energy is quite different. In 

France, which gets about 70% of its electricity from nuclear power, this energy source is 

seen by the majority of French (53%) as an asset for the country's energy independence, 

according to a May 2021 opinion poll by the firm of research and consultancy BVA. The 

survey also found that 59% of French people expect the use of nuclear energy in France 

to increase or remain stable in the future (WNN, 2021b). An opinion poll conducted in 

India to explore public perception of nuclear energy indicates that there is substantial 

support for this energy source among the Indian public and that public perceptions of 

the benefits of nuclear energy outweigh the potential risks. The results also show that 

concerns about energy security and climate change correlate with support for nuclear 

power (Gupta et al., 2021). 

According to a January 2022 survey conducted in the US by the Pew Research 

Center, a large majority of Americans (69%) agree that the United States should take 

steps to become carbon neutral by 2050. Regarding nuclear power, Americans' views 

are mixed. About a third of American adults (35%) say the federal government should 

encourage nuclear power production, while about a quarter (26%) say it should 

discourage it. Another 37 percent say the federal government should neither encourage 

nor discourage nuclear power production. In the US, nuclear power plants generate 

about 19% of all electricity. 

In Germany, nuclear power plants were planned to shut down by the end of 2022. 

But energy insecurity has sparked talk of keeping the country's last three nuclear plants 

operating longer than planned. An April 2022 poll by the political research institute 

Infratest dimap showed that 38% of Germans were in favor of phasing out nuclear 

power by the end of the year, while 53% supported the continuation of nuclear power. 

According to another poll conducted by Der Spiegel newspaper, 41% of Germans are 

currently in favor of building new nuclear power plants. In a similar survey conducted 

33 years ago, only 3% of Germans believed that new nuclear power plants should be 

built (Energy Monitor, 2022). 
 

 

2. METHODOLOGY     

 

This research was carried out on the basis of a questionnaire entitled: Public 

perception regarding Romania's energy development policy in the context of climate 

change, to which 650 people responded between May and August 2022. Only online 

tools were used - Google Forms, Facebook. Respondents were asked to answer eleven 

questions divided into five sections: 1. Awareness of the seriousness of climate change; 
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2. Participants' basic knowledge of Romania's energy sources; 3. Public perception of 

energy policy priorities; 4. The perception regarding the development of nuclear energy 

in Romania; 5. Information about the participants (gender, age, level of education, 

occupation). Although no specific target group was pursued, and there were no 

limitations on the respondents, the majority of those who decided to participate in this 

opinion poll were university graduates between the ages of 20 and 60. The chosen 

research method also has some shortcomings of representation, as a result of access to 

the Internet and the ability to use various online applications by certain categories of the 

population. The low share of the population under the age of 20 can probably be 

explained by the lower interest in such issues. Other data and information used in this 

research come from institutions or organizations involved in the field of nuclear energy, 

such as National Society Nuclearelectrica S.A. or World Nuclear Association and various 

scientific articles. 

 

      3. RESULTS    
 

3.1. General information about the study participants  
 

Of the 650 respondents, the majority were female (57.4%), aged between 21 and 

60. The vast majority of them are graduates of university and post-graduate studies and 

are employed in public and private institutions (Table 1). 

 

3.2. Awareness of the severity of climate change  
 

In order to effectively fight climate change, a broad support from the population is 

needed. The vast majority of those who responded to this questionnaire (94%) consider 

the problem of climate change to be very serious or quite serious. Thus, 265 people 

(40.8%) consider the problem of climate change as very serious, and 345 people 

(53.1%) as quite serious (Figure 2). 

It is widely accepted that human activities emit large amounts of greenhouse gases 

responsible for global climate change. Regarding the four most important human 

activities with a significant contribution to global warming, most respondents (576, i.e. 

88.6% of the total) chose deforestation, then transport (79.2%), electricity and heat 

production (68.3%) and other industrial activities (60.5%) (Figure 3). 

Regarding human activities, very large emissions of greenhouse gases come from 

the energy sector. Among energy sources with a significant contribution to global 

warming, 92.8% of respondents (603 people) indicated fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural 

gas). For 185 people (28.5%), nuclear energy also has a significant contribution to global 

warming (Figure 4). 
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Table 1. General information about the study participants 
 

Personal data Share 

Gender 

Male  

Female 

I don't declare 

 

41% 

57.4% 

1.6% 

Age 

Under 20 years 

Between 21 and 40 years old 

Between 41 and 60 years old 

Over 60 years 

 

3% 

66.1% 

26.8% 

4.1% 

Level of education 

Gymnasium 

High school 

Higher education 

Postgraduate studies 

Other 

 

1.7% 

4.5% 

55.3% 

38.1% 

0.5% 

Occupational structure 

Employed in public institutions 

Employed in the private sector 

Self employed 

Student 

Pupil 

Other  

 

40.6% 

27.8% 

4.8% 

21.3% 

1.7% 

3.7% 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Perception of the severity of climate change 
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Figure 3. Perception of human activities with a significant contribution to global warming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Perception of energy sources with a significant contribution to global warming 

 

3.3. Participants' basic knowledge of Romania's energy sources 
 

Among the 650 respondents, 465 (71.5%) declared themselves concerned about 

Romania's energy problems, of which 95 (14.6%) very concerned and 370 (56.9%) quite 

concerned (Figure 5). 

Regarding Romania's sources of electricity, on the first two positions, with little 

difference, the respondents chose fossil fuels (indicated by 578 people, i.e. 88.9%) and 

hydropower (574 people, i.e. 88.3%). The next positions were wind energy (74.9%), 

solar energy (64.6%) and nuclear energy (62.8%; Figure 6). 
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Figure 5. Perception of the degree of concern about the issues energy of Romania 

 

 

 
 

Figure 6. Perception regarding Romania's electricity sources 

 

3.4. Public perception of national energy policy priorities  
 

According to the respondents, the main four sources of electricity that Romania 

should use in the next three decades are: solar energy (indicated by 581 people, i.e. 

89.4%), wind energy (85.8%), hydropower (73.5%) and geothermal energy (39.2%). 

Nuclear energy is only the fifth option (Figure 7). A preference for renewable energy 

sources is clearly observed. 

According to the respondents, the main four priorities in Romania's energy policy 

should be: protecting the environment (indicated by 541 people, i.e. 83.2%), safety 

(57.7%), combating climate change (55.8%) and energy security (53.1%) (Figure 8). 
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Figure 7. The perception of Romania's electricity sources in the next 30 years 

 

 

 
 

Figure 8. Perception regarding the priority objectives of the energy policy in Romania 

 

3.5. The perception regarding the development of nuclear energy in Romania  
 

In general, nuclear power is viewed with distrust by many people due to issues 

related to the safety of nuclear power plants (such as the nuclear accidents at Chernobyl 

or Fukushima) and the management of radioactive waste. In the present case, 64.3% of 

the respondents believe that they know the advantages and risks of nuclear power 

plants, among which 111 (17.1%) know them very well and 307 (47.2%) know them 

quite well (Figure 9). 
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Figure 9. Perception of the advantages and risks of nuclear power plants 

 

Regarding the main advantages of nuclear power plants, according to the 

respondents, they are: they provide a lot of energy from a small amount of fuel (437 

people, i.e. 67.2%), they work for a long time without interruption (52.9%), emits small 

amounts of greenhouse gases (39.5%) or occupies a small area (14.9%) (Figure 10). 

 

 

Figure 10. Perception of the advantages of nuclear power plants 
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The development of nuclear energy (construction of new nuclear reactors) is 

considered a good option for Romania by 258 respondents (39.7%), while 218 (33.5%) 

consider it not a good option. Quite a lot, i.e. 174 people (26.8%) do not know whether it 

is a good or bad option (Figure 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 11. Perception regarding the opportunity of nuclear energy development in Romania 

 

 

 

Regarding the future of nuclear energy in Romania, only 164 respondents (25.2%) 

believe that Romania should give up nuclear energy, 125 of them (19.2%) believe that it 

is necessary to close the existing reactors in the long term, and 39 (6%) closure of 

existing reactors in the short term. The majority do not oppose nuclear power, but only 

248 (38.2%) agree with the construction of new nuclear reactors. 238 people (36.6%) 

are for keeping the current situation (Figure 12). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 12. Perception regarding the future of nuclear energy in Romania 
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    4. DISCUSSION        

Regarding the awareness of the seriousness of climate change, the results of the 

survey show us that for the vast majority of respondents (about 94%) the problem of 

climate change is considered to be very serious or quite serious. There is good 

knowledge of human activities with a significant contribution to global warming, even if 

they have not been properly ranked according to their share of greenhouse gas 

emissions. The burning of fossil fuels in thermal power plants to obtain electricity and 

heat, is responsible for the largest greenhouse gas emissions (Figure 13). The fact that 

deforestation was chosen by most respondents is due to the perception that vegetation, 

through photosynthesis, contributes to the absorption of large amounts of carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. Thus, through deforestation, this carbon dioxide 

accumulates in the atmosphere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 13. Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Source: IPCC, 2014 

 

Regarding energy sources that have a significant contribution to global warming, 

the vast majority of respondents correctly indicated fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas). 

Arguable here is the fact that more than a quarter of those who completed the survey 

included nuclear power among the sources with a significant contribution to global 

warming. As with renewable energy sources (wind, solar), nuclear energy produces 

emissions indirectly. Taking into account the entire life cycle, nuclear energy releases 

some amount of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, but these are quite small, as 

shown by various sources (WNA, 2011, Sovacool, 2008, Lenzen, 2008, Warner and 

Heath, 2012; Table 2). 
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Table 2. Lifecycle GHG emissions for the different power generation methods (tonnes CO2e/GWh) 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

           Source: World Nuclear Association, 2011 

 

Most of the respondents declared themselves concerned about Romania's energy 

problems and know quite well Romania's sources of electricity (fossil fuels, hydropower, 

wind energy, solar energy, nuclear energy). Two issues are debatable here: (1) nuclear 

energy is perceived as having a smaller contribution to Romania's electricity production 

than wind and solar energy sources; (2) a fairly large number of respondents (146, i.e. 

22.5%) included geothermal energy in Romania's energy mix, although its contribution 

is insignificant. According to ANRE (2022), of the approximately 18,307 MW of 

electricity production capacity, geothermal energy accounts for 0.05 MW. In 2019, 

within Romania's electricity production, which was 59,387 GWh, thermal power plants 

had the largest contribution (40%) (SNN, 2019; Figure 14). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 14. Structure of Romania's electricity production in 2019.  
Source: National Institute of Statistics, cited by SNN, 2019 

Electricity generation methods Mean Low High 

Lignite 1,054 790 1,372 

Coal 888 756 1,310 

Oil 733 547 935 

Natural Gas 499 362 891 

Solar PV 85 13 731 

Biomass 45 10 101 

Nuclear 29 2 130 

Hydroelectric 26 2 237 

Wind 26 6 124 
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In the opinion of the Romanians participating in this research, the priorities of 

energy policies in Romania should be clearly oriented towards the development of 

renewable energy sources: solar energy, wind energy, hydropower and geothermal 

energy. This fact is justified by the important renewable resources available to Romania, 

especially in the wind and solar fields. It is estimated that the wind installations can 

generate a total power of up to 14,000 MW, and the solar energy potential is around 

1100 KWh/m2/year (Hotătâre nr. 1535, 2003). The nuclear industry is an option for 

only 29% of respondents. Energy policies should also prioritize: protecting the 

environment, protecting people's health, combating climate change and energy 

independence. 

Regarding nuclear energy, most respondents stated that they know the advantages 

and risks of nuclear power plants, among the advantages being: it provides a lot of 

energy from a small amount of fuel, it works for a long time without interruption, or it 

emits only small amounts of gases with greenhouse effect. Some respondents (88 

people, i.e. 13.5%) believe that nuclear power plants benefit from inexhaustible amounts 

of resources. The reality is that uranium resources are exhaustible. Based on estimates 

of uranium deposits (about 8 million tons), at current consumption, they would be 

available for more than 80 years. Any increase in installed nuclear capacity also means 

an increase in the mining of uranium ore to provide fuel for nuclear power plants (WNA, 

2020). 

In Romania, after several decades of exploitation, the uranium mines were closed. 

Uranium mining in Romania began in 1952 in Bihor county, at the Băița Plai quarry and 

continued with the opening of the Ciudanovița, Natra or Dobrei mines near the city of 

Oravița (Caraș-Severin county, southwest Romania) and the Avram Iancu mine in the 

county Bihor (Figure 1). Later, new uranium deposits were discovered in the north of 

the country, in Suceava county, in 1985 the Crucea-Botușana mine was opened. The 

mines in Caraș-Severin and Bihor counties were closed between 1997 and 2009, and the 

Crucea-Botușana mine in 2021 (Gitzinger et al., 2012). 

There are few cases (32 people, i.e. 4.9%) who believe that nuclear power plants 

do not produce hazardous waste. In total, during the period 1996-2019, the volume of 

radioactive waste produced by the two units of the Cernavodă nuclear power plant was 

952.4 m3. This waste is stored inside the plant, in the Intermediate Radioactive Solid 

Waste Repository [2]. So far, no changes in the radioactivity of the environment have 

been detected in the area of the Cernavodă nuclear power plant compared to the 

previous period (SNN, 2021). 

Regarding the development of nuclear energy (construction of new nuclear 

reactors) in Romania, there is no clear support from those who answered this 

questionnaire, but no categorical refusal. Almost 40% of respondents consider the 
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development of nuclear energy as a good option for Romania and support the 

construction of new nuclear reactors. More than a quarter, although they did not speak 

against it, are undecided about the future of nuclear energy in Romania. 

 
5. CONCLUSIONS            

 

In the context of current climate change and energy security issues, urgent 

measures are needed to develop low-carbon energy sources. Although the European 

Commission has included nuclear power in the transition to a green economy, the 

subject is still controversial. At the level of political institutions in Romania, there is firm 

support for the development of nuclear energy. Regarding the Romanians' perception of 

the development of the energy sector in the context of climate change, several 

conclusions can be drawn. 

The problem of climate change is considered by most respondents to be serious; 

the most important human activities with a significant contribution to global warming 

are well known, such as: deforestation, transport, electricity and heat production and 

other industrial activities; it is also well known that fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas) 

have a large contribution to global warming. 

There is a clear expression of the respondents regarding the energy future of 

Romania, i.e. the development of renewable energy (solar energy, wind energy, hydro 

energy, geothermal energy); this fact is justified by the important renewable resources 

available to Romania, especially in the wind and solar fields; also, within Romania's 

energy policy, the main priorities should be: environmental protection, protecting 

people's health, combating climate change and ensuring energy security. 

Although most respondents think they know the advantages and disadvantages of 

nuclear power plants (provide a lot of energy from a small amount of fuel, operate for a 

long time without interruption, emit small amounts of greenhouse gases), there is also 

confusion about to the availability of nuclear fuel resources or the risks associated with 

radioactive waste. 

Regarding the development of nuclear energy in Romania, there is no significant 

support from the respondents, this being a good option for only 39% of them; also, only 

38% of respondents agree with the construction of new nuclear reactors, although only 

about a quarter of respondents are in favor of abandoning nuclear energy. 
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